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QUESTION BOOK
Structure of book
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questions

A
B

3
2

Number of questions
to be answered

3
2

Number of marks

40
40
Total 80

• Students are permitted to bring into the examination room: pens, pencils, highlighters, erasers, sharpeners and
rulers.
• Students are NOT permitted to bring into the examination room: blank sheets of paper and/or white-out
liquid/tape.
• No calculator is allowed in this examination.
Materials supplied
• Question book of 16 pages.
• Answer book of 16 pages. Additional space is available at the end of each section in the answer book if you need
extra paper to complete an answer.
Instructions
• Writer your student number and your name in the space provided on the front cover of the answer book.
• Indicate in the answer book the revolution that you have chosen for Section A and the revolution you have
chosen for Section B. You must not choose the same revolution for both sections.
• All written responses must be in English.
At the end of the examination
• You may keep this question book.

Students are NOT permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any other unauthorised electronic
devices into the examination room.
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SECTION A – Revolution one
Instructions for Section A
Indicate in the answer book the revolution you have chosen for Section A by shading the relevant box on
page 2.
Answer all questions for this revolution in Section A of the answer book.
You must not choose the same revolution for Section A and Section B.
Write using black or blue pen.

Revolution

Page

America ………………………………………………………………………………………………….3
France ……………………………………………………………………………………………………5
Russia ……………………………………………………………………………………………………7
China ……………………………………………………………………………………………………10
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SECTION A – continued

America
Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events – American Revolution 1763 to 1776
Question 1
Using three or four points, explain how military occupation and the stationing of British soldiers in the American
colonies contributed to the development of the American Revolution between 1763 and 1776.
10 marks
Question 2
Using three or four points, explain how the actions and ideas of colonial politicians such as Patrick Henry
contributed to the development of the American Revolution between 1763 and 1776.
10 marks
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Creating a new society – American Revolution 1776 to 1789
Question 3
The following cartoon appeared in the Boston Independent Chronicle in June 1788:

a. What is represented by each of the eleven pillars shown?
2 marks
b. Explain what is taking place, particularly with regard to the final two pillars.
2 marks
c. By quoting from the extract, and using your own knowledge, explain how the Constitution drafted in
1787 was intended to stabilise, improve and better serve American government and society.
6 marks
d. Evaluate the extent to which this extract is useful in understanding the purposes of the Constitution
and the motives and intentions of those who drafted it.
In your response quote parts of the extract and refer to different views of the new society.
10 marks
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France
Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events – French Revolution 1781 to August 1789
Question 1
Using three or four points, explain how the actions of the king and opposition to the concept of an absolutist
monarchy contributed to the development of the French Revolution between 1781 and 1789.
10 marks
Question 2
Using three or four points, explain how poor foreign policy decisions, such as the involvement in wars,
contribute to the development of the French Revolution between 1781 and July 1789.
10 marks
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Creating a new society – French Revolution August 1789 to 1795
Question 3
This drawing, taken from David Dowd’s The French Revolution (1965) shows a scene from Paris in 1792:

a. Identify the two symbols of the revolution shown in the source.
2 marks
b. Explain which group is represented in the source, and how this can be ascertained.
2 marks
c. Using your knowledge, and with reference to the source, explain how the actions and ideas of the
working class people of Paris contributed to the development of the new society between August
1789 and 1795.
6 marks
d. Explain the strengths and limitations of this source for understanding why there was political
instability, unrest and violence in the new society.
10 marks
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Russia
Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events – Russian Revolution 1905 to October 1917
Question 1
Using three or four points, explain how the actions of the tsarina Alexandra, both real and perceived,
contributed to the development of the Russian Revolution between 1905 and October 1917.
10 marks
Question 2
Using three or four points, explain how the ideas and actions of Alexander Kerensky contributed to the
development of the Russian Revolution between 1905 and October 1917.
10 marks
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Creating a new society – Russian Revolution October 1917 to 1924
Question 3
The following image, titled Which One? provides a contrasting view of Russia under the old and new
regimes. It was published in 1918:
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a. Identify the two symbols or elements of the old regime that are represented in the source.
2 marks
b. Identify two symbols or signs of prosperity in the new society that are represented in the source.
2 marks
c. Using your knowledge, and with reference to the source, explain the objectives of the new society,
according to the ideas and promises of the new regime.
6 marks
d. Explain the strengths and limitations of this source for understanding both the development and the
outcomes of the new society in Russia.
10 marks

© Alpha History. Distribution restrictions apply.

© Alpha History

10

2010 Practice exam

China
Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events – Chinese Revolution 1898 to October 1949
Question 1
Using three or four points, explain how the actions and involvement of foreign nations contributed to the
development of the Chinese Revolution between 1898 and 1911.
10 marks
Question 2
Using three or four points, explain how the Xi’an incident and the Marco Polo Bridge incident contributed to
the development of the Chinese Revolution between 1911 and October 1949.
10 marks

Creating a new society – Chinese Revolution October 1949 to 1976
Question 3
This poster was printed in China in 1959 and was frequently republished until 1963:
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a. Identify the elements in the source that suggest prosperity and economic success.
2 marks
b. Identify two government economic policies in place prior to the creation of this source.
2 marks
c. Using your knowledge, and with reference to the source, explain how the new regime attempted to
deal with the issues of land reform and agricultural production after 1949.
6 marks
d. Explain the strengths and limitations of this source for understanding the economic development and
outcomes of the new society in China between 1949 and 1962. What other perspectives might exist?
10 marks
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SECTION B – Revolution two
Instructions for Section B
Indicate in the answer book the revolution you have chosen for Section A by shading the relevant box on
page ?.
Answer all questions for this revolution in Section B of the answer book.
You must not choose the same revolution for Section A and Section B.
Write using black or blue pen.

Revolution

Page

America ………………………………………………………………………………………………... 13
France ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 15
Russia ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 16
China …………………………………………………………………………………………………... 18
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SECTION B – continued

America
Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events – American Revolution 1763 to 1776
Question 4
The following extract is taken from a letter written to the Town of Boston, from the Committee of
Correspondence of Middletown, Connecticut. It was dated October 17th, 1774:
The various measures adopted by the British parliament in their last session, and the steps already taken to
carry them out, so plainly demonstrates our common danger. This town assumes it to be an attempt to divest
[strip] us of property, liberty and life, set up and asserted many years ago. It is to be enforced by measures
equally cruel, arbitrary and unjust, by a blow aimed at our head. The tearing up by the roots of the Charter
of your colony is the grossest violation of royal faith [committed] by all the evils of Pandora’s Box let loose
in the new form of government imposed upon you. The train of licensed villains shaking the rod over your
has roused our attention and zeal, and determined us to unite with our brethren on the Continent, in a
determined opposition to the destructive measures pursuing against us.
In the course of things many dangers will threaten and many hardships be felt and endured by those parts of
America that have become obnoxious to the British Ministry. Craft [cunning] and policy, as well as insult
and violence, will be used to force [our] submission, to weaken and disunite us. To this we apprehend that it
is our duty to ensure a constant adherence to our rights, and a Union of every part of America against the
violence and oppression which may threaten or be inflicted on any part of it. The Town of Boston is
honoured by the first attack, as she has been the first to explain, assert and vindicate the Rights of
America… we congratulate you that you are found worthy to suffer in so good a cause.
We feel ourselves greatly interested in your sufferings and think it our indispensible duty to furnish you
with every support and aid in our power. The enclosed Bill of Lading [written promise of goods] is the
contents of a small collection which we commit to you, to be issued according to your discretion. We
consider as the first payment of a debt we owe you, and we shall be ready to repeat it from time to time as
long as your necessity and our ability continues.

a. Identify two threats to America suggested in the source.
2 marks
b. Identify two ways that the people of Middletown intend supporting the people of Boston.
2 marks
c. Using your own knowledge, and with reference to the source, explain the events and conditions that
led to the drafting of this letter, and the role played by the Committees of Correspondence in the
American colonies.
6 marks
d. Explain the strengths and limitations of this source for understanding the development of the
American Revolution between 1763 and July 1776. What other factors or perspectives were there?
10 marks
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Creating a new society – American Revolution 1776 to 1789
Question 5
Howard Zinn wrote that as the American Constitution was glued together with a patchwork of compromises,
so the entire ideology of the revolution was compromised.
Explain your views on whether revolutionary ideas were compromised, ignored or even betrayed in the new
society. Use evidence to support your answer.
20 marks
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France
Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events – French Revolution 1781 to 1789
Question 4
On June 23rd, 1789, the king addressed all three Estates present at the Estates-General, in what was known
as a séance royale (royal session):
The King wishes the ancient distinction of the three Estates to be preserved in its entirety, as [it is] essentially
linked to the constitution of his Kingdom. The deputies, freely elected by each of the three orders, should
form three chambers, deliberating by order; and being able, with the approval of the sovereign, to agree to
deliberate in common…
As a result, the King has declared null [invalid] the resolutions passed by the deputies of the order of the
Third Estate, the 17th of this month, as well as those which have followed them as illegal and
unconstitutional.
His Majesty has exhorted [requested] the three orders, for the safety of the state, to unite themselves during
this session of estates only. The ancient and constitutional rights of the three orders, the form of the next
Estates-General, feudal and seigneurial rights, and the honorary prerogatives of the first two orders are to
remain intact, and not be discussed by the three Estates meeting in common.
Gentlemen, none of your decisions can have the force of a law without my special approval. So I am the
natural guarantee of your respective rights, and all three Estates can depend upon my impartiality. All distrust
upon your part would be a great injustice. It is I, at present, who am doing everything for the happiness of my
people.

a. From the source, identify two orders made to the Estates-General by the king.
2 marks
b. From the source, identify two roles or powers the king believes he possesses.
2 marks
c. Using your own knowledge, and with reference to the source, explain the events and circumstances
that led to the king delivering this speech to the Estates-General.
6 marks
d. Explain the strengths and limitations of this source for understanding the development of the French
Revolution between 1781 and 1789. What other factors or perspectives were significant?
10 marks

Creating a new society – French Revolution August 1789 to 1795
Question 5
Lafayette wrote that “True republicanism is the sovereignty of the people ... there are natural rights which an
entire nation has no right to violate.”
Explain your views on whether there was a ‘sovereignty of the people’ and protection of natural rights in the
new society. Use evidence to support your answer.
20 marks
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Russia
Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events – Russian Revolution 1905 to 1917
Question 4
The following text is from a newspaper opinion piece, written by Lenin in late January 1905:
In reviewing the events of Bloody Sunday, one is struck by the combination of naïve patriarchal faith in the
tsar, and the fierce armed street fighting against the tsarist rule. The first day of the Russian revolution
brought the old Russia and the new Russia face to face with startling force, and showed the agony of the
peasants’ age-old faith in “Our Father the Tsar”, and the birth of a revolutionary people: the urban proletariat.
No wonder the European bourgeois newspapers say that Russia of January 10 is no longer the Russia of
January 8. Here in Russia, a priest found himself at the head of the movement. One day he appealed for a
march with a peaceful petition to the tsar himself, and the next day he issued a call for revolution.
“Comrades, Russian workers!” Father Georgi Gapon wrote in a letter read at a meeting of liberals, after that
bloody day. “We no longer have a tsar. Today a river of blood divides him from the Russian people. It is time
for the Russian workers to begin the struggle for the people’s freedom without him. For today I give you my
blessing. Tomorrow I shall be with you. Today I am busy working for our cause.”
This is not Father Georgi Gapon speaking. This is the voice of those thousands upon thousands, of those
millions upon millions of Russian workers and peasants. It is clear now why the St. Petersburg SocialDemocrats at first treated Gapon, as they could not help doing, with distrust. A man who wore the cassock
[priest’s robe], who believed in God and acted under the instructions of Zubatov and the secret police, could
not but arouse suspicion. Whether he was sincere or not in rending [tearing apart] his cassock and cursing the
fact that he belonged to that vile social-estate, the priesthood, which robs and demoralises the people, no one
could say with certainty. Only the course of historical events could decide this, only facts. And the facts
decided in Gapon’s favour.

a. Identify two changes in Russia instigated by the events of January 1905, according to the source.
2 marks
b. How does Lenin view the role and the motives of Father Gapon?
2 marks
c. Using your own knowledge, and with reference to the source, explain the background and causes of
the events of January 1905.
6 marks
d. Explain the strengths and limitations of this source for understanding the development of the Russian
Revolution from 1905.
10 marks
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Creating a new society – Russian Revolution November 1917 to 1924
Question 5
Ralph Raico wrote that the Russian Revolution was doomed because it was led by literary philosophers, who
had grand economic plans but no realistic understanding of economics.
Explain your views on why there were economic problems in the new society, and the impact this had on
ordinary people. Use evidence to support your answer.
20 marks
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China
Revolutionary ideas, leaders, movements and events – Chinese Revolution 1898 to 1949
Question 4
This In December 1936, Mao Zedong issued a statement regarding Chiang Kai-shek:
Chiang should remember that he owes his safe departure from Xi’an to the mediation of the Communist
Party, as well as to the efforts of Generals Chang and Yang, the CCP leaders involved in the Xi’an Incident.
Throughout the incident, the Communist Party stood for a peaceful settlement and made every effort to that
end, acting solely in the interests of national survival. Had the civil war spread and had Chang and Yang kept
Chiang Kai-shek in custody for long, the incident could only have developed in favour of the Japanese
imperialists. It was in these circumstances that the Communist Party firmly exposed the intrigues of the
Japanese imperialists and of other Chinese conspirators. The CCP firmly advocated a peaceful settlement,
which happened to coincide with the views of Generals Chang Hsueh-liang and Yang Hu-cheng and
members of the Kuomintang. This is exactly what the people throughout the country also call for, because
they bitterly detest the present civil war.
Chiang was set free upon his acceptance of the Xi’an terms. From now on the question is whether he will
carry out to the letter his pledge that "promises must be kept and action must be resolute", and strictly fulfil
all the terms for saving the nation. The nation will not permit any further hesitation on his part or allow him
any discount in fulfilling the terms. If he wavers on the issue of resisting Japan, or delays in fulfilling his
pledge, then the nation-wide revolutionary tide will sweep him away. Chiang and his group should bear in
mind the old saying: "If a man does not keep his word, what is he good for?"
If Chiang can clean up the dirt created by the Kuomintang's reactionary policy over the past ten years,
thoroughly correct his fundamental errors of compromise in foreign affairs and of civil war and oppression,
immediately join the anti-Japanese front uniting all parties and groups, and really take the military and
political measures that can save the nation, then of course the Communist Party will support him. As early as
August 25, the Communist Party promised such support to Chiang and the Kuomintang, in its letter to the
Kuomintang. The people throughout the country have known for fifteen years that the Communist Party
observes the maxim, "Promises must be kept and action must be resolute." They undoubtedly have more
confidence in the words and deeds of the Communist Party than in those of any other party or group in China.

a. According to Mao Zedong, why should Chiang Kai-shek be grateful to the CCP?
2 marks
b. According to Mao Zedong, what must Chiang Kai-shek do to win the trust of the people?
2 marks
c. Using your own knowledge, and with reference to the source, explain how the leadership of Chiang
Kai-shek after December 1936 contributed to the development of the revolution in China to October
1949.
6 marks
d. Explain the strengths and limitations of this source for understanding the development and outcomes
of the Chinese Revolution between 1927 and October 1949. What other factors and perspectives
might exist?
10 marks
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Creating a new society – Chinese Revolution 1949 to 1976
Question 5
Mao Zedong wrote that communist leadership was about “taking the ideas of the masses, concentrating
them, then carrying them through.”
To what extent did government and decision-making in the new society reflect the will and the interests of
the masses? Use evidence to support your answer.
20 marks

END OF QUESTION BOOK
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